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certain objectives must be bombed immediately. The
Colonel was very firm that nothing could be done for
at least another two hours. The General had to accept
that, but he was not pleased. The squadron went off
at the appointed time and Ward stayed to see them
return; I had to motor back to Paris. The Air Force
officers took Ward out to the field, saying that they
wanted him to see a bombing mission, so that he could
describe it in his broadcast; he would be able to talk
to the pilots and find out what they had done. This
was exactly what Ward wanted. He talked to the first
lot of pilots who came in: they had had very bad
visibility and could not find their objectives, so had
returned without dropping any bombs. The next lot
had met Messerschmitts and had decided to turn about
without dropping their bombs; and so it was with all
of them. If Colonel Francois had been in command
of that squadron I am sure that all those bombs would
have been dropped somewhere over the German lines,
and he would, at such a moment of crisis, been leading
the squadrons, instead of sitting in an office.